
         

 

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

December 1,  following worship:  Potluck, decorating 
church, wrapping Joe’s Socks   

December 4, 11 – 1  Bag Lunch Crafts 

December  15, 2:30  Music Café, Christmas edition 

December 21, Christmas food baskets packed and 
distributed  

December 22, 9:30  Children’s Christmas Play  

December 24, 7 PM  Christmas Eve service 

January 8, 11-1  Bag Lunch Crafts 

January 12,following worship:  Congregational Meeting 

January 11, 5-7 Spaghetti Dinner 

January 19, 9:30  Martin Luther King worship 

Feburary 5, 11-1  Bag Lunch Crafts 

February 15, 5-7 Baked Potato Dinner 

February 22, 9-3  Prepared to Serve 

February 26, 6:30 PM Ash Wednesday service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS:  
PREPARE AND 
CELEBRATE!   

Christmas, of 
course, falls on December 25, whether or not 
we’re ready for it.  The best way to get ready is 
to honor the season of Advent, the four weeks 
preceding Christmas itself.  Advent this year 
begins on Sunday, December 1, when we will 
celebrate communion and light the first Advent 
candle.  Every Sunday, we’ll light another 
candle, reminding us of the light which is Christ 
coming into the world.   

Following worship on December 1, we’ll share a 
potluck lunch, decorate our church and Friendship 
House for the season, and wrap our contributions 
to the “Joe’s Socks” program, which provides socks 
to veterans in need.   

Our children’s Christmas play will be presented 
during worship on Sunday, December 22.  We 
welcome any child from the community or the 
congregation to participate in this production, 
which tells the story of Jesus’ birth using scripture 
and song.  Rehearsals will be during and after 
Sunday School on December 15 and before the 
service on December 22.   

Our Christmas Eve service will begin at 7 PM on 
December 24, and feature carols, a closing 
candlelight service, and a special story form Pastor 
Keller.   

Remember, the “twelve days of Christmas” begin 
on December 25.  On the Sunday following 
Christmas, December 29, we’ll have a service filled 
with carol singing and a special storytelling of the 
entire birth story in the first two chapters of the 
Gospel according to Luke – Pastor Keller telling the 
story by heart.  Then, at the conclusion of the 
season, on January 5, we’ll celebrate the feast of 
Epiphany, – a Greek word meaning “revealing,” and 
the day Christians traditionally remember the 
coming of wise ones from the East to honor the 
infant Jesus.   
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SHARE A POINSETTIA 
THIS SEASON 

It is a tradition at South 
Newbury Union Church 
for members and friends 

to provide poinsettias in memory or in honor of 
loved ones to adorn the sanctuary.  We set out the 
poinsettias for worship on December 22.  You can 
take yours home after the Christmas Eve service or 
after worship December 29.   

If you would like to donate a poinsettia, please put 
your name, the name of the person(s) you are 
honoring, and whether this is offered in honor or in 
memory on the sheet at the entrance of the 
church.   The cost is only $10; make checks payable 
to the SNUC Deacons.  Deadline for ordering is 
December 15.   

DONATE TO JOE’S SOCKS APPEAL 

Who is Joe and why does he 
need socks?  Joe Harris, a 
Vietnam veteran, found that 
many veterans who were in 
homeless shelters had 
arrived at the shelter with 
nothing, not even socks to 
keep their feet warm 

In addition, because many of the veterans were 
estranged from their families and friends, they did 
not receive Christmas gifts.  Joe began to ask his 
family and friends to wrap three pairs of socks so 
that each homeless veteran would receive a 
Christmas gift that was also useful.  
 
Since 2006, our Church has helped Joe in his 
effort.  Again this year, we ask for help with this 
worthy mission.  We ask our congregation to 
donate bulk package of white socks (one size fits 
all). There will be a box in the vestibule for your 
donations.   We wrap these socks in Christmas 
paper, attaching a card that says "To a Veteran: 
Merry Christmas from someone who remembers 
you.  You are not forgotten."  These packages will 
be wrapped at the " Greening of the Church" on 
Sunday Dec 1st after worship.  The packages will be 
taken to the veterans at the White River Junction 
Veterans home in Vermont. 

 

 HOLIDAY 
BASKETS FEED 
NEWBURY 
NEIGHBORS 

 
This year, the Diaconate will distribute 32 baskets 
to individuals and families in need in the Newbury 
area, for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Donations of 
the following items would be greatly appreciated--   
Boxes of Stuffing, Canned corn, green beans, fruit 
cocktail, cranberry sauce and bottled apple juice. 
These items can be brought to the church.  There 
will be a basket in the vestibule.  We’ve already 
distributed the Thanksgiving baskets – thank you!  
We will pack and distribute the boxes for Christmas 
on December 21.  Volunteers are welcome—come 
at 10 AM.   Do not forget to get your snowflake at 
the Giving Tree in Newbury Town Hall and make 
the wish of a child come true.  Thanks for your 
support. 

CHRISTMAS FUND THANKS AND SUPPORTS 
RETIRED CLERGY 

The Christmas Fund of the United Church of Christ 
(which we often call “the Retired Ministers’ Fund”) 
is received by many UCC churches during the 
Christmas season.  The fund supports retired clergy 
as well as assisting active clergy experiencing 
emergencies that require urgent financial 
assistance.  Many retired clergy were underpaid 
during their active service, which means that they 
receive inadequate pension and Social Security 
income.  In 2018, 379 low income retirees received 
$1,435,050 in pension supplementation.  In 
addition, some retired minister received assistance 
with health insurance.  401 retired clergy received 
‘thank you’ gifts, and 49 active clergy received 
assistance in emergency situations.  This is a very 
important resource which demonstrates the 
church’s appreciation for pastors who faithfully 
served the church.  

We will receive the Christmas Fund offering on 
Sunday, December 22, and on Christmas Eve.  We’ll 
be hearing more about it during the month of 
December.  Plan now to give generously. 



MUSIC CAFÉ IS GREAT SUCCESS,  

PRESENTS CHRISTMAS EDITION  

DECEMBER 15 

This fall, our Friendship House was transformed 
into Newbury’s “Music Café” on a Friday evening in 
October and another in November.  The audience, 
comprised of church folks, fans of the performers, 
and people from the community, were treated to 
original music sung and played by the composers.  
This is an extraordinary series and we thank our 
good friend Carl Beverly for recruiting these fine 
singer/songwriters (he’s one of them).   

For December, we’re moving the Music Café to 
Sunday afternoon, December 15, beginning at 2:30, 
and designing the event especially to be a treat for 
children.  The program will feature a variety of 
holiday music, including songs of the season for all 
of us to sing, plus some performance pieces, and 
some stories sure to delight both children and 
adults.  The format is a modified “open mic,” so if 
anyone reading this has a holiday song you’d like to 
sing or play, sacred or secular, feel free to join in.  
We’ll be offering treats of the season as 
refreshments.   

We expect the regular Friday evening Music Café to 
return in the winter, but as of this writing, nothing 
firm is scheduled.  For the latest information, check 
our Facebook page or our website.   

 

BIBLE STUDY 
EXPLORES THE 
CHRISTMAS STORY 
IN DECEMBER, FIRST 
LETTER TO THE 
CORINTHIANS 

STARTING IN JANUARY 

We’re familiar with the Christmas story, but do we 
know it?  Our Bible Study program for December 
will explore the stories of Jesus as well as of John 
the Baptist, as they are recorded and intertwined 
in the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke.  This 
study will begin on Wednesday, December 11, at 
9:30.  We’ll conclude the study on a second day 

which we’ll select on December 11 and post on our 
web site.   

After this fall’s exploration of Paul’s Letter to the 
Galatians, we’ve decided to study another of his 
letters, the first letter to the church in the Greek 
city of Corinth.  In this letter, Paul addresses a 
number of problems which were provoking conflict 
in that church.  One way of characterizing those 
problems was that some people thought 
themselves more ‘spiritual’ than others because 
their spiritual gifts were more dazzling.  Paul 
counters with the famous chapter on love – it 
doesn’t matter how spectacular is the gift I have, 
he said, unless I exercise that gift lovingly.    

We’ll meet most Wednesdays at 9:30 beginning on 
Wednesday, January 8.  Occasionally, the study day 
or time may need to move; check our website for 
up-to-date information and a schedule of study 
dates.   As always, people who have not previously 
participated in our Bible study are most welcome.  

FUNDRAISING 
SUPPERS 
OFFERED IN 
JANUARY AND 
FEBRUARY 

 

Winter may leave us wanting just to hunker down, 
but we’ve got two great reasons to venture out!   

On January 11, we’ll offer a Spaghetti Dinner from 
5-7.  Join us for a great sauce and side salad, and of 
course, conversation with friends and neighbors.   

For the first time last year we offered a Baked 
Potato bar.  It was a real hit, so we’re offering it 
again, on February 15, 5-7 PM.  You get a potato 
and load it with whatever you choose from our 
‘bar.’   

Come and enjoy the food and the fellowship, and 
the warmth of our Friendship House.   

THE POWER OF PRAYER! 

A prayer chain is a specific type of prayer ministry 
consisting of a group of people willing to take time 
to pray when the chain is "activated".  If this is 
something that you want to be part of, please call 
Gail  938-2064 



END-OF-YEAR GIVING 

We are deeply grateful for the people who pledge 
financial support to our church’s ministry and 
mission.  Pledged giving enables us to responsibly 
plan our income and expenses.  Please remember, 
if you pledged support for 2019, our books will 
close December 31.  What this means practically is 
that the last day to complete your pledge is 
Sunday, December 29.  This enables us to make the 
final deposit before year’s end.  If you want to 
know the current status of your giving, and how 
much is needed to complete your 2019 pledge, 
contact our Financial Secretary, Heather Weir, at 
309-6474.   

As of this writing, the public phase of our campaign 
for 2020 has just concluded.  We thank the 
households who already have pledged to our 
“What Can I Bring to the Table?” campaign.  The 
early results are most encouraging.  If you haven’t 
pledged and want to, contact the Stewardship 
Committee chairperson, Jim Schultz, at 
SchultzJimL@outlook.com or 938-2294.   

Remember, we do offer an option to give online.  
For more information, check the “donate now!” 
page of our website, or contact Pastor Keller.  

  

PLANS FOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN RESTART 
SEEK CONGREGATIONAL INPUT 

We’ve been quietly laying the groundwork for a 
restart of our “Shine the Light” Capital Campaign 
ever since we voted to renew it with a focus on the 
renovation and expansion of the Friendship House 
at our Annual Meeting in June.  The vision has 
always been that the Friendship House would be 
renovated to more effectively serve as a center for 
community life in the Newbury area.  This fall, we 
saw a dramatic increase of community use of our 
facilities, with the Visiting Nurse Association, the 
Newbury Library and Police, New Hampshire 
Humanities, a substance misuse prevention 
program known as COMPASS, and our own music 
café filling our schedule.  This increased use is 
revealing the building’s limitations.  It’s also making 
us more ready to re-launch the campaign.   

 

But, before we commit ourselves to the restart, the 
Executive Board wants to present a more detailed 
plan for the campaign to the congregation and give 
the church’s members a chance to decide whether 
or not we all are ready to move forward.  So they 
are calling for a Congregational Meeting following 
worship on January 12.  The vote at the Annual 
Meeting was a general endorsement of the idea. 
This meeting will present a more specific plan, and 
make more clear what support is needed from the 
congregation in order for this phase to succeed.  As 
we have stated previously, the focus for 
fundraising for the Friendship House is on people in 
the community.  However, church members will 
have parts to play, and we want to be clear about 
that.   

This meeting will also give the congregation a 
chance to review the final version of our 2020 
budget, which by that time will have been adjusted 
to take member pledging into account.   

Please put this meeting on your calendar now.  It is 
very important that as many members of the 
Church and Church Society are present to help 
shape our course for ministry.   

 

WHAT A FALL SEASON FOR THE 
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 

From Sept 3 thru Nov 10th...the Friendship House 
has been a  pretty busy place. 
We have had programs presented by  the LSVNA, 
local Police Dept., NH Humanities, the Newbury 
Library and  local musicians. 
Our Friendship House is a valued part of our 
community. 
 

BAG LUNCH CRAFTS - CHECK IT OUT! 

 
This great new program will be offered the first 
Wednesday of each month from 11 to 1 PM, 
sponsored by the Newbury Library...Bring your bag 
lunch, your  own craft or enjoy the crafts provided 
by the Library. Not interested in crafts?  Join the 
group for conversation and humor...if you need a 
ride or need more info, call Gail at 938-2064 
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Typically, when I write 
something for the winter 
edition of Shalom, I’m 
focusing on our 
celebrations of Advent and 
Christmas.  That certainly 
is important.  I encourage 

everyone reading this to join us for worship 
throughout the season, and also, to look for ways 
to reduce the impact of commercialism in the ways 
you keep the holiday season.  If you’re looking for 
support in that regard, I highly recommend 
exploring Unplug the Christmas Machine, a very 
popular book (we have one in the Friendship 
House) or check out the online companion at 
https://buildfaith.org/the-christmas-machine/.   

But it occurred to me that this edition of Shalom 
spans much of winter.  Between now and the 
spring edition, I will have skied a lot (I hope!) and 
shoveled a lot of snow.  The presidential primary 
will have left New Hampshire, and we will have 
slipped back into political obscurity.  And, the 
impeachment inquiry will likely have reached some 
resolution.   

Why, you may be wondering, did I just bring up 
politics in a church newsletter?  Isn’t there wisdom 
in the old adage which says that “religion and 
politics don’t mix”?  There certainly are many 
troublesome ways that they have mixed.  But the 
witness of scripture is that they inevitably do.  They 
even show up in the Christmas stories.  The 
prophecy that calls for the Messiah to be born in 
Bethlehem is realized because of the emperor’s call 
for a census related to taxation.  (Remember?  “In 
those days a decree went out from Caesar”)  And 
when King Herod heard from the wise men that the 
“king of the Jews” has been born, he and all 
Jerusalem were frightened, apparently because 
this new king threatens the political status quo.  
Throughout the Bible, there are accounts of 
confrontations between earthly rulers and God’s 
prophets or apostles.    

The faith issue is not whether religion and politics 
should mix, but how.  Certainly not in a partisan 
way.  We shouldn’t use religion to endorse or 
affiliate with a specific candidate or political party.  

But, as people of faith, our values should inform 
our response to the issues of the day.  This calls for 
humility as well as courage, for a willingness to 
learn as well as a willingness to speak.  It calls for 
respect for people whose perspectives differ from 
ours.  It also enables us to engage with the issues 
of our day from a position of hope.  Not just the 
Messiah, but the Bible, looks to Christ as the 
eventual “King of kings and Lord of lords.”  We 
know who is really in charge, who has a history and 
a continuing ability of using stars and edicts and 
geopolitics to accomplish the divine purpose.  We 
know that God operates in every aspect of human 
life, including political activity.  We have no reason 
to be frightened, or cynical, or entrenched in our 
positions, because we serve the sovereign God 
whose realm of lasting peace and true justice will 
prevail.   

“PREPARED TO SERVE” NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CONFERENCE EVENT SCHEDULED FOR 
FEBRUARY 22.  

The best learning event of the year is coming 
around again on Saturday, February 22, at the 
Pembroke Academy!   Every year, hundreds of 
people from United Churches of Christ all around 
New Hampshire gather for a delightful day of 
learning, growing together in Christ, getting to 
know people from other United Churches of Christ, 
and having a very good time.   

Prepared to Serve offers over 50 workshops on a 
wide variety of topics including worship, 
stewardship, church finances, music, education, 
social justice, and personal enrichment.   

The day begins with inspiring worship.  Participants 
then can sign up for as many as four different 
workshops.  A delicious buffet lunch is served.   

The catalog of workshops will be available in paper 
form at the church in mid-January, or online at 
www.nhcucc.org.   

 

REMEMBER TO FIND AND ‘FRIEND’ US ON 
FACEBOOK!   

For late-breaking news and photos of recent 
events, you’ll be glad that the South Newbury 
Union Church is one of your Facebook ‘friends.’ 

https://buildfaith.org/the-christmas-machine/
http://www.nhcucc.org/


 


