
 

 

Fall Will Still Keep Us Moving! 

*Food Pantry open by appointment only.  
Call 938-5369 for any needs. 

September: 
Sept.19th: Spaghetti, meatballs, simple salad, 
garlic bread and chocolate chip cookies  
October: 
Oct. 4th: Neighbors in Need 
Oct. 17th: The New Hampshire Conference of 
the United Church of Christ online Annual 
Meeting 
Oct. 17th: Ham and Beans, cornbread and 
brownies. 
November: 
Nov. 14th: Turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, peas, roll w/butter and peanut butter 
cookies. 

   

 

 

 

CHURCH IN THE SEASON OF COVID-19 

Everything seems different, and yet, we are still 
the church.  Shifting to doing almost every 
church-related thing from physical contact to 
online meetings, classes and worship events 
reminds us, as the old song says, that “The 
church is not a building, the church is not a 
steeple, the church is not a resting place, the 
church is the people!  That said, your church’s 
leadership is aware that online church doesn’t 
work for everyone.  We have devoted members 
who do not have internet access, which means 
those people have little to know idea how 
we’ve been being church.  If you are one of 
those people, please contact someone else in 
the church and find out what’s been 
happening!  If you have any pastoral needs, call 
Pastor Keller at 848-0313.   

We do share information about our ministries 
on Facebook, on our electronic newsletter, the 
“E-Pistle,” and on our website, 
www.southnewburyunionchurch.org.   

We are grateful that so far, no one associated 
with our church has reported contracting 
COVID-19.  But we continue to pray for those 
who have gotten sick, and for the many people 
who risk themselves to take care of others.   
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WORSHIP THIS FALL  

AT SOUTH NEWBURY UNION CHURCH 

When New Hampshire shared stay-at-home 
guidance in March, we immediately suspended 
in-person worship and initiated livestream 
worship on Facebook.  Frequently, we had 
around 20 people joining us online for most of 
the service, and sometimes over 60 people at 
least taking a peek.   

On June 28, we began permitting people to be 
in the building for worship.  We developed 
guidelines for in-person worship, which have 
been honored by the people who are present.  
We’ve had as little as 7 people and as many as 
20 in the building.  With the resumption of in-
person worship, we began using a projector to 
present the liturgy and song lyrics n the wall.  
Many thanks to the Sweet-Brown family for the 
donation of a projector!   

Our ‘hybrid’ style worship continues to stream 
on Facebook Live (and be saved to our 
Facebook page for later viewing) as well as in-
person participation.  We still have much to 
work out as we move toward making this 
arrangement permanent.  We need to purchase 
a wi-fi enabled camcorder and address the 
audio quality of our worship.  We need a 
stronger wi-fi signal in the church building.   You 
can support this ministry by giving to our 
Deacon Fund, which underwrites our worship 
expenses.  Most importantly, we need to 
engage more people in whichever way each 
person feels comfortable worshiping.  If you 
want to worship with the South Newbury Union 
Church but haven’t, let us help you find your 
way.  Call Pat Oakes, senior Deacon, at 340-
4384, or Pastor Keller, at 848-0313 for more 
information.   

 

ONLINE GIVING 
IS MORE CONVENIENT THAN EVER 

Thanks to all who have continued your financial 
support of our church’s ministries.  Many have 
been mailing checks to the church.   Some have 
shifted over to giving electronically.  This is a 
relatively simple process, which anyone can do 
by visiting the “Ways to Give” and “Donate 
Now” pages on our website. We are charged a 
percentage of your gift, which the online system 
allows you to offset with an extra 
donation.  The best (and least expensive) way to 
give electronically is by making an ongoing 
monthly donation from a bank account.  The 
system does allow donors to give by credit card, 
but it is much more expensive.   

However, you choose to give, your gift truly is 
making it possible for us to “be the church” in 
these extraordinary times, so thank you!

 

Dinners Rocking and a 
Rolling!!!! 

Our dinners have been a great success amid 
this pandemic.  Even in trying times people 
need to eat, so we continue to serve! Our 
dinners have sold out every time!  We will 
have dinners throughout the fall starting in 
September with a Spaghetti dinner.  As 
always, we need help in prep and serving 
our customers from a distance.  Since our 
dinners are all take out it does take a huge 



effort to get it all together and out the door 
in a timely fashion.  Together we will 
continue to provide for our community and 
our church!  Dinners that are up and 
coming: 

September 19th: Spaghetti, meatballs, 
simple salad, garlic bread and chocolate 
chip cookies  

Dinner is $10 and can be preordered NO 
earlier than 9am on Friday through 4:30pm 
on Saturday.  All others walk-in for take-out 
until food is gone. 

October 17th: Ham and Beans, cornbread 
and brownies. 

Dinner is $12 and can be preordered NO 
earlier than 9am on Friday through 4:30pm 
on Saturday.  All others walk-in for take-out 
until food is gone. 

November 14th: Turkey, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, peas, roll w/butter and 
peanut butter cookies. 

Dinner is $12 and can be preordered NO 
earlier than 9am on Friday through 4:30pm 
on Saturday.  All others walk-in for take-out 
until food is gone. 

A Note From The Editor: 

These last few months have flown by.  The 
fact that I am sitting here putting together 
another Shalom means I missed some time 
in between, where did it go?  I am sure you 
are all getting into your routines and it has 
become the new norm for many.  I have just 
moved and so I am quite out of my norm.  I 
have gone back to driving school bus but 
that is very far from the norm too.  
Everything is so much in the air but what I 
have realized as I have struggled over the 
last few months is that God has not left my 
side.  I have had some great conversations 

and have asked for some help and he has 
answered in quite the timely fashion.  It has 
helped me to re-center myself and put my 
faith first.   Life is quite difficult with all that 
is going on but having a strong faith can be 
difficult too.  I have struggled with it but in 
the last few weeks have relied on my faith 
so much and God has definitely answered 
me.  I am so thankful that he never gives up 
on us.   Remember that when life seems so 
overwhelming and it seems like you can’t 
take another thing, stop and pray.  Prayer is 
powerful and has greatly eased my stress 
over the last few weeks.  I have cried, 
gotten mad and just about had it but when I 
stopped to actually breath and be in prayer 
with God, he answered.  I didn’t have to 
wait he was waiting for me to wake up and 
pray for help.  Don’t ever give up.  He is 
truly here with each and every one of us 
and he will always be here.  It is us that 
loses our faith and our trust in God.  So, it is 
therefore us who needs to take the time to 
ask for help and pray for help.  God will 
never forsake us!  Pray and trust because 
He loves us! I love you all!  

Yours in Christian Fellowship,  

Heather Weir 

Update on “Shining the Light” 
Capital Campaign 

We continue to attend to our vision of 
becoming more of a center for community 
life in the Newbury area and to seek 
support for the campaign to facilitate 
realizing that vision.   

We have been consistently paying down our 
Line of Credit which we used to pay for the 
renovation of the church building.  The 
Executive Board generally votes to pay 
$1000/month toward principal and interest, 
and with interest rates sharply lower, more 
of that goes toward reducing the principal.  



As of early August, we owed $55,000, down 
from the original loan of $70,000.  This is a 
five-year note due to be paid in full by 2023.  
We thank those in the congregation who 
continue to give to the church building 
aspect of the campaign.    

We also are exploring ways to restart the 
campaign with a focus on receiving support 
from people in the community for the 
renovation and expansion of the Friendship 
House.  The pandemic forced us to delay 
this effort, but we are developing ways to 
seek this support during the fall.  Residents 
of Newbury who are not directly affiliated 
with the congregation have expressed 
interest in this aspect of the campaign.   We 
are developing resources to invite their 
support.   

Even as many in-person events have been 
cancelled, we continue finding ways to let 
the Friendship House be used as a 
community center, which is the heart of our 
“Shining the Light” campaign.   But we know 
we won’t be able to be all we can be in the 
community apart from renovating and 
expanding the building.   

You can support the campaign with an 
unrestricted gift, of you can direct your 
support either to debt reduction or to the 
Friendship House.  Direct your support to 
“SNUC Capital Campaign” and, if you wish, 
designate your gift either to “debt 
reduction” or “Friendship House.”   

 

 

 

 

 

CHANGE 
FOR 
CHANGE 

Our SNUC 
bucks did 
great but now 

lets “change” it up.  Any spare change you 
have can be placed along the outer edge 
(inside) of the church to see how much 
change it would take to make it around the 
inside of the church. Quarters would be 
awesome but any old change will do.  Let’s 
continue to raise some money for our loan, 
but in a fun way!  Change for Change!  Save 
your extra change and add your bit to the 
church when you come on Sunday!  Let’s 
see how fast and how far we can go! 

 

 2020 UKAMA 
PARTNERSHIP 
APPEAL 

Food Security for our 
Hama in Zimbabwe 
 

    The whole world has been impacted by 
the pandemic.  Zimbabwe has been 
especially hard hit, not so much directly by 
the virus as much as by a severe drought 
and near total economic collapse.  In 
response, the New Hampshire UKAMA 
Mission Group (UMG) and the United 
Church of Christ in Zimbabwe are 
developing a shared respones.  The UMG 
has launched an appeal to assist the UCCZ 
in Zimbabwe to purchase food and seed for 
its members.  The appeal is already 
underway, and will close October 31st to 
encompass UKAMA Sunday in October.  If 
you wish too support this appeal, make 
your check payable to “SNUC Deacons” with 
“Ukama appeal” in the memo line.   



Neighbors in Need Offering Received 
October 4 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ that 

supports ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United States. 
One-third of NIN funds support the Council 
for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-
thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's 
Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to 
support a variety of justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects 
through grants. Neighbors in Need grants 
are awarded to UCC churches and 
organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects 
whose work ranges from direct service to 
community organizing and advocacy to 
address systemic injustice. This year, special 
consideration will be given to projects 
focusing on serving our immigrant 
neighbors and communities.  Also, this year, 
some NIN funds are being used to support a 
special COVID-19 Fund.   

We’ll be hearing more about this annual 
appeal in mid-September.  If you want to 
learn more about the purpose of Neighbors 
in Need and organizations who have 
benefited from NIN grants, visit 
www.ucc.org/nin.  To learn more about the 
ministries of CAIM, visit www.CAIMUCC.org.   

 

New Hampshire Conference Annual 
Meeting is All Online 

The New Hampshire Conference of the 
United Church of Christ will hold its Annual 
Meeting all online on Saturday, October 17.   
We will still appoint and ‘send’ delegates, 
but also, it will be possible for more people 
to experience part of the meeting.  More 
information will come in early October, but 

for now, put the event on your calendar, 
and, if you are interested in serving as an 
official delegate, let our Executive Board 
President, Mary Smith, know of your 
interest.   

 

 

ARE YOU 
INTERESTED IN A 
FALL BIBLE 

STUDY? 

Bible Study of the Book of Acts 
Starting Soon! 

The Book of The Acts of the Apostles is 
often nicknamed “the Acts of the Holy 
Spirit,” because it is clear that the early 
church thrived and spread because of the 
Spirit’s activity. It is a fascinating book, filled 
with great and sometimes humorous stories 
which describe the progress of the church 
from its birth through its spread throughout 
the Roman Empire. 

The day and time for the study are yet to be 
settled.  Also waiting to be determined 
whether  we’ll offer this study in person or 
through Zoom video conferencing. If you 
are interested, contact Pastor Keller and let 
him know your preference for online or in 
person study, as well as what days and 
times are most convenient for you.  He can 
be reached at 848-0313 or send an email to 
snunionchurchinfo@gmail.com.   
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Now what? By the 
time you are reading 
this, our country will 
be under the grip of 
the pandemic almost 

half a year. The impact it’s had on 
everything is incalculable. We find ourselves 
getting used to that which we very much 
want to be over. But “over” is more and 
more seeming like a fantasy. 

The pandemic has exposed and amplified 
the inequities and injustices which have 
always been with us, but were more easily 
concealed before it arrived. It has also left 
many of us able only to just get by, with 
little energy to envision what might be, and 
less desire to work for a community, let 
alone a world, which can be healthy and 
safe even with the virus. 

Where does this leave us as a church, as a 
community of faith? We have done an 
exceptional job in finding ways to ‘be 
church’ during this time. We developed 
quality livestreamed worship. We ran a 
food pantry. We held an Annual Meeting. 
We figured out how to do takeout 
fundraiser dinners. Our boards continued to 
meet and oversee our ministries. We 
sustained a summer adult Bible Study. 

As impressive as this is, these efforts all fall 
within the realm of maintaining what we 
had been doing. But the pandemic is 
making clear how inadequate it is for every 
organization to only maintain what was. 

The real challenge is to move beyond 
surviving the thriving. What all 
organizations, and certainly churches, must 
have is capacity to articulate new visions for 
our life and ministry, and to embrace 
creative ways to thrive. 

Four years ago, we adopted a vision of 
becoming a center for community life and 
health in Newbury. Over the course of 
2019, that vision was becoming a reality as 
groups used our Friendship House for 
educational and recreational events. But 
those events disappeared as stay-at-home 
orders were instituted.   

So how do we thrive as a community of 
faith? I believe the current global situation 
calls for spiritual resources as much as 
public health and economic resources. The 
pandemic, the calls for real racial justice, 
and the climate disaster converge to create 
the most urgent spiritual crisis in our 
generation. How can we connect people, 
both those who have remained dedicated 
to our church’s ministry as well as people 
who have very little experience of church, 
to the spiritual resources of which we are 
the stewards? I’m talking about our needs 
for authentic community, for safety, for the 
faith formation of our young people, for 
ways to explore and engage with the crises 
in our world from the perspective of faith.  

The pandemic has precipitated a massive 
crisis, but also, it has presented churches 
with an astounding opportunity. God’s 
mission still needs a church, and still needs 
our church. I pray that we will find ways to 
revisit our vision and pursue creative and 
enticing ways to make our vision real. The 
last line in our church’s covenant says that 
“We expect the continuing work of the Holy 
Spirit in our midst.”  That is a stunning 
affirmation.  As we find our way into this 
unknown future, may we nourish that 
expectation and receive faith and courage 
sufficient to align our work with the work of 
the Spirit.    



 


