
 

“Shine the Light”  -- The Campaign for  

the South Newbury Union Church 

Our Mission: In the spirit of Christ, we serve our community, 
we gather for worship and fellowship,  
we offer encouragement, compassion, and respect,  
all to the glory of God.  

 

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven.”  Matthew 6:16 

What does it take to be a community?  It takes people and organizations invested in healthy 
community life.  It takes physical resources capable of bringing people together.  It takes well-organized 
programs and activities that community members want, need and use.  While Newbury is blessed with 
all these resources, we are aware that more can be done to support a vibrant and healthy community 
life.  To this end, the South Newbury Union Church invites you to join us in “Shine the Light,”, our 2017 
Capital Campaign.   

The South Newbury Union Church has been gathering for worship, service and fellowship since 
March 1831, when 183 people from the Newbury community met to decide to build a meetinghouse.  
Pews were sold to raise money to build the church.  The Friendship House, which had served as one of 
the town’s schoolhouses since 1853, was purchased from the town in 1954, and serves as the church’s 
social hall and meeting space.  As of this year, both buildings are listed on the State Register of Historic 
Places.   

The facility renovation which our campaign will make possible will stabilize and protect our 
historic buildings and ensure that they remain a part of Newbury’s historic character.  In their new 
configuration, the buildings will serve a central location for programs, activities, and organizations 
serving the community.  In order to create a multi-functional facility capable of serving both our 
congregation and community, we will move the Friendship House closer to the church building and 
connect the two buildings with an addition.   

 In the addition there will be a kitchen that meets current codes, accessible restrooms, office, 
open lounge/café space, and mechanicals.  Storage will be provided for use by congregation and 
community groups. 

  In the church building, we will stabilize the foundation and repair the roof trusses and purlins.   
 On the site, we will drill a well, install a new septic system and construct a new parking lot.   
 We will set aside a percentage of the funds raised to support mission efforts and maintain our 

facilities.   
 Our campaign goal of $800,000 enables us to stabilize the church, move the Friendship House 
and complete the essential structures of the new addition.  From the past into the future, we are a light 
shining from the village into the world.  This is an ambitious project which engages and serves the entire 
Newbury community.   

We invite you share in the light that shines from our village and gives light to the world.  


