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TEXT: Romans 8:25 “But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.”  
PURPOSE: To urge us to adopt an active, engaged patience with regard to God making good on
God’s promises to set things right in the world.  
______________________________________________________________________________

Lindy, my son Caleb, Logan and I enjoyed a wonderful week vacationing in a
cabin on Swan’s Island, off the coast of Maine.  We got on to the island by way of a
ferry which runs from Bass Harbor on Mount Desert Island.  The drive from home to
the ferry took about five and a half hours.  That’s five and a half hours in a packed-
to-the-gills SUV with a dog and a very talkative almost-four-year-old who, for the
whole weekend prior to our trip, had been barely able to control his excitement about
driving a car onto a boat.   Fortunately for us, Logan fell asleep early in our road trip,
and slept for maybe two hours.  But guess what he wanted to know when he woke
up?  Are we there yet?  Yes, the question which has tormented parents since the
invention of the road trip.  We managed to amuse and distract him sufficiently so he
didn’t drive us crazy, but it was close.  

Most grown ups don’t badger others when we get impatient about not being
where we want to be, but that doesn’t mean we don’t get frustrated with not being
‘there.’  Last year, during my sabbatical, I hiked a three day trip in the White
Mountains.  The second day was more demanding than I had anticipated, and I ran
out of water about an hour and a half before I got to the campsite.  Believe me, I
really wanted to be there long before I actually arrived.  I suspect I share with you a
persistent impatience with this pandemic:  when, oh when, will we get to the ‘there’
where the safety practices and lifestyle arrangements are workable and tolerable?   

In the passage we heard this morning from Paul’s letter to the Christians in
Rome, Paul declared that the entire creation waits with eager longing to be “set free
from its bondage to decay and obtains the freedom of the glory of the children of
God.”  (Romans 8:19-21)  The ‘there’ Paul imagines is the biggest ‘there’
imaginable, if indeed we can imagine it– the complete healing of creation, its release
from the laws of decay.  Are we there yet?  Are we anywhere close?  I think not.  

The parable we heard this morning presents the image of a field where weeds
grow right along with wheat.  The image points to the fact that the world is
comprised of both good stuff and bad stuff, or maybe, people aligned with God’s
ways and people opposed to God’s ways.  Why doesn’t God get rid of the people
who are anti-God?  Or maybe we should take action and rid the world of the bad
guys.   Be patient, says the parable; God will eventually harvest the good stuff and
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dispose of the bad stuff.  Well, are we there yet?  Are we anywhere close? 
Apparently not. 

What Paul actually says creation is longing for is the revealing of the children
of God.  That’s us!  Our being revealed–whatever that means–contributes to the
liberation of all creation from its bondage to decay.  God has ordained us, the people
who have aligned ourselves with Jesus; the people who have been adopted into God’s
family; the people who can be counted as wheat, not weeds, to participate in God’s
plan for the healing of creation.   Creation, Paul says, wants us to make an appearance
as much as a woman in the throes of labor wants her baby to be delivered.  

There’s more.  Paul recognizes that not only is the whole of creation wanting
to know when it will get there, when God’s dreams will be reality.  We, who’ve
experienced a foretaste of God’s final consummation because we’ve received the
gifts of the Spirit, also long for the fulfilling of all God’s promises for us.  We are
children of God, for sure, but we know that we are works in progress.   Our
experience of God’s saving grace, Paul says, was “in hope.”  Paul concluded by
reminding us that if we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with patience. 
(Romans 8:25)  

Thanks, Paul.  I’m so glad you reminded us that we need to be patient about all
of this. But if I were creation, which has been waiting to be set free from its bondage
to decay almost from its beginnings, I would be quite tired of being patient.  I would
say, enough already!  How about some progress here?  Instead of less decay, creation
is decaying at an increasingly rapid pace.  And instead of the children of God
undoing creation’s decay, they seem to be contributing to it as much as anyone. 
They’re still using single-use plastics and fossil fuels, just like everyone else. 
They’re still disrupting fragile habitat and exploiting the planet’s limited resources. 
Creation is groaning, just like Paul said it was, groaning to be delivered from human
exploitation of earth’s resources and from human’s disregard of the delicate balances
which hold creation together.  How dare anyone ask creation to remain patient?  

The same could be said in response to Jesus’ parable.  Yes, we understand that
yanking out the weeds while the wheat is still maturing could result in the wheat
being uprooted.  Yes, we believe that the day will come when God will separate the
weeds from the wheat.  But right now, it feels like the weeds are choking the wheat. 
Right now, it feels like anti-God activity is overwhelming the efforts of God’s
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children to bring peace and justice to the people of the world.  

In 1964, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote a book titled, Why We Can’t Wait. 
It described the impatience of Black folk seeking the end to Jim Crow, seeking the
implementation of school desegregation, which had been mandated a decade earlier,
seeking to be regarded as equal to white people in American society.  That was fifty-
six years ago.  Are we there yet?   Are we anywhere close?  I think not.  

So how long are we supposed to “wait with patience”?  How long before
righteousness prevails over wickedness?  How long until the toxic weeds of greed,
and exploitation, and abuse get yanked out of our world and done away with?  

And then, there’s us.  We know we’re Christians under construction.  We get
the part about groaning inwardly as we wait to be experiencing the glory God intends
to share with us, but enough already!  When do we get there– “there” meaning, when
God’s glory overtakes us, when we are fully living the life Christ came to share with
us, when our loyalties are no longer divided and our anxieties are totally resolved? 
Unlike our drive to Swan’s Island, Christians don’t have a trip assistant to let us
know the when creation will be liberated and when our faith will be perfected.  There
have been times when someone was sure that they’d figured out God’s timing, but
the state of our world right now proves that they were totally wrong.  

So it turns out that “Are we there yet?” is the wrong question.  The right
question is, “how do we wait with patience?”  One thing waiting with patience isn’t is
passive.  Faithful patience is active.  Faithful patience produces energy; it’s doesn’t
drain energy.  It involves investing ourselves in God’s vision of a healed creation.  I
often look at the way Eugene Peterson renders a Bible passage in his translation,
which is called The Message.  Here’s how he translated the passage in Romans about
waiting with patience: 

“That is why waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a
pregnant mother.  We are enlarged in the waiting.  We, of course, don’t see
what is enlarging us.  But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the
more joyful our expectancy.”  

The enlarging imagined in this text isn’t about gaining weight.  It has to do with the
enlarging of our souls.  It has to do with the deepening of our compassion.  This
assurance may apply to us as individuals– hopeful waiting does invite an enlarging of
our concern beyond ourselves to hope for others.  I believe Paul intended this to
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apply to us corporately, as Christ’s church, to us as a community of faith, and to all
God’s children together, all who have been gathered into the family of faith.  As we
hope together, the scope of our hope is enlarged.  Our hopes grow beyond the
personal concerns we share with each other to concern for others who we don’t
know, for people suffering from injustice and inequality and brutality, and indeed, for
the whole of creation, that it would be set free from decay.  And that shared concern
motivates us to shared action, to coming together to contribute what we can in our
time toward the realizing of  God’s dream for creation.  

I offer what may be an inconsequential example, or maybe a parable of hope. 
Back at the beginning of Lent– that would be the last week of February, before we
even imagined how hugely the virus would change our lives, we here at South
Newbury Union Church were looking for ways to decrease the use of single-use
plastic products, both as a church and in our homes.  But then, strategies for
decreasing the possibility of spreading the virus began to be put in place.  One of the
first of those practices was that grocery stores wouldn’t pack our groceries in
reusable bags, and also, wouldn’t accept plastic bags for recycling.  So I started
putting the plastic bags which carried our groceries into a big garbage bag. It was an
act of hope, hope that the day would come when they would again be accepted for
recycling.  This past week, I finally took that overstuffed bag of bags to Market
Basket.  My hoping required action– in fact, without actually saving the bags, it
would have been hard to recognize it as hope.  That’s a tiny example of what faithful,
patient hoping looks like.  Apply it to your personal hopes – if you’re hoping for
something, how does that hope motivate you to do something to realize your hope? 
Apply it to the hopes the world has for real peace, for true justice, for a healed and
sustainable creation.  What do those hopes motivate you to do to bring the hope
closer to fulfillment?  

Of course we aren’t ‘there yet.’  But we have received a glimpse of what
‘there’ is like.   Not being there yet doesn’t stop us from working on getting there.  In
fact, it motivates us to do what we can to realize God’s dreams for us and for all
creation.  That’s what it means for the children of God to be revealed.  It means, we
show up armed with God’s hopes for us and for the world, and we invest the energy
which those hopes produce in realizing them.  We do what we do knowing that it’s
highly likely that we won’t see the full realization of what God has in mind for the
creation God loves.  But that doesn’t stop us from offering what we can to the effort
to get there.  We know that God’s dream will come true.  So, with “joyful
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expectancy” we do what we can to realize the dream.  


