
 

 

Here’s Hoping for a Busy Summer! 

JUNE 
Monday and Wednesday Food Pantry open 
from 11-12:30 and 6-7.  Call 938-5369 for 
any needs. 

June 20th: Meatloaf Dinner (Take out ONLY) 

Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, carrots and 
peas, roll and butter, gravy and oversized 
Brownie. Pick up starts at 5-till we run out 

Call 938-5369 to reserve your dinner. $10 
for one or $30 for 4. 

JULY 

Monday and Wednesday Food Pantry open 
from 11-12:30 and 6-7.   

July 4th Parade In South Newbury Village 
details to follow in the coming weeks.   

 

July 25th The Famous Thomas Chicken BBQ.  
We are planning on take out but will have a 
better idea the closer we get to the date! 
Please watch our Facebook page and/or 
our website for exact details and plans as 
everything is not set in stone and can 
change at a moments notice. 

AUGUST 

Monday and Wednesday Food Pantry open 
from 11-12:30 and 6-7.   

August 15th is our 30th annual Fair.  This 
year will be mostly vendors.  Everything will 
take place outside.  As we work on the 
details and change up the style due to 
COVID then we will inform you via our 
Facebook and website.   

 

SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 28! 

Attention members and Church Society, 

The Annual Meeting of the South Newbury 
Union Church and Church Society will take 
place on June 28th, 2020 following the 
worship service. 

During the annual meeting we will receive 
reports from our boards and ministries.  We 
also will vote on amending the bylaws, 
approving the Annual Budget for the fiscal 
year 2021, elect officers and board 
members for the ensuing church year and 
address any special matters to be 
considered for vote at the meeting. Our 
bylaws set a quorum at ten people.   

  Shalom       
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We hope to have that many people 
physically present, and we will practice 
physical distancing during our time 
together.  The meeting will also enable 
participation via Zoom. 

Peace, 

Mary Smith, Chairman of the Executive 
Board 

 

 

CHURCH IN THE SEASON OF COVID-19 

Everything seems different, and yet, we are still 
the church.  Shifting to doing almost every 
church-related thing from physical contact to 
online meetings, classes and worship events 
reminds us, as the old song says, that “The 
church is not a building, the church is not a 
steeple, the church is not a resting place, the 
church is the people!  That said, your church’s 
leadership is aware that online church doesn’t 
work for everyone.  We have devoted members 
who do not have internet access, which means 
those people have little to know idea how 
we’ve been being church.  If you are one of 
those people, please contact someone else in 
the church and find out what’s been 
happening!  If you have any pastoral needs, call 
Pastor Keller at 848-0313.   

We do share information about our ministries 
on Facebook, on our electronic newsletter, the 
“E-Pistle,” and on our website, 
www.southnewburyunionchurch.org.   

At this time, we are planning to hold our classic 
summer events, although every one of them 
will be retooled to take social distancing into 
account.  Also, any of these events might be 

cancelled depending on circumstances at the 
time.   

We are grateful that so far, no one associated 
with our church has reported contracting 
COVID-19.  But we continue to pray for those 
who have gotten sick, and for the many people 
who risk themselves to take care of others.   

 

 

WORSHIP THIS SUMMER  

AT SOUTH NEWBURY UNION CHURCH 

We have been worshiping together by way of 
Facebook Live since March 22.  Pastor Keller, 
Pat Oakes, Roberta Daw, and Doris Newell 
come to our church building every Sunday and 
lead us in worship.  As of this writing, we plan to 
continue worshiping this way for the 
foreseeable future.  Anyone can join us live at 
9:30 by putting the church’s name in in your 
search engine and clicking on the Facebook link.  
The services are saved on our Facebook page 
and can be viewed later.  Facebook tells us the 
maximum number of people watching, which 
has varied from 14 to 25, as well as everyone 
who has at least taken a quick look at our 
presentation – over a hundred have done that.   

When we decide to return to worshiping in 
person, we will make sure that everyone finds 
out one way or another.  We are following the 
guidance we’re receiving from the wider UCC as 
well as the guidelines the state is providing.   
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ONLINE GIVING 
IS MORE CONVENIENT THAN EVER 

Even though we are doing few things in person, 
the church is still ministering.  The way we 
minister during the stay-at-home orders 
requires more of us than how we did things 
before.   We are grateful for the many people 
who have continued to financially support our 
church’s ministries.    

Many have been mailing checks to the 
church.  We are depositing those gifts in our 
bank accounts.  Some have shifted over to 
giving electronically.  This is a relatively simple 
process, which anyone can do by visiting the 
“Ways to Give” and “Donate Now” pages on our 
website. We are charged a percentage of your 
gift, which the online system allows you to 
offset with an extra donation.  The best (and 
least expensive) way to give electronically is by 
making an ongoing monthly donation from a 
bank account.  The system does allow donors to 
give by credit card, but it is much more 
expensive.   

However you choose to give, your gift truly is 
making it possible for us to “be the church” in 
these extraordinary times, so thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinners are Back!!!! 

We put on our first fundraiser dinner on May 
16th since dealing with the COVID.  It was a 
Great success.  Scott planned on 50 dinners and 
we sold 56!  We made over $300!  It was all 
done according to social distance and take out 
dinners.  Thanks to all the hard work and we are 
planning on another on June 20th.  It will be the 
same style, take out only, of meatloaf, 
potatoes, gravy, peas and carrots, roll with 
butter and oversized brownie for dessert.   
Dinners will be $10 per dinner of $30 for a 
family of 4.  We hope to see you there!!!! 

 

 

The 30th Annual Church Fair 

The fair as of now is on on August 15th from 9-2.  
The fair will look very different this year as we 
are still working on details.  As of now it will be 
full of vendors outside with hopefully a food 
truck or two.  We will have everyone spaced out 
with the Covid guidelines but we hope to 
provide you with a new and exciting 
experience!  Please watch our Facebook page 
and our website for further details.  We are 
looking for vendors for the fair still so please 
contact Heather for your spot today @ 309-
4830   



A note from the Editor: 

These times are incredibly different than we 
have all ever had to deal with.  I can remember 
stories from my gram about the Great 
Depression and the Blackouts.  It was hard to 
even imagine then let alone the reality we are 
living now.  I for one do not like to be home all 
the time but have been home since March 16th.  
At first it was like oh boy…then it was like I 
could get used to this.  I go out for rides with 
my girls but that’s about it.  I think I have been 
in the stores twice since March.  What I have 
been doing is really delving into my family life 
and my own person.  I have never had this 
much time to sit and think or reflect on life.  It 
has been a great journey so far.  I truly have 
loved every minute of finding me.  These times 
are difficult and can be quite the challenge.  But 
we all like a good challenge once and while 
right?  Keep a journal, take a walk, meditate, do 
something you have always wanted to do for 
yourself.  This time is amazing and probably will 
never happen again.  But for a short time, the 
WORLD stopped. It stopped, it started to heal, 
and we stopped to smell the roses.  Great 
change is happening all over the world.  The 
way it is happening is tragic but we can turn a 
tragedy into a movement.  A movement that 
shows kindness, compassion and love to other 
human beings.  We are strong and now is the 
time to find ourselves, share our compassion 
with others and make the world loving again.  
We have proven over and over how much we 
care for each other and we need to continue 
this from now on.  Don’t forget the time you 
had to just be.  To just be a mom, a dad, a 
caregiver, a person, to be you!  WE all have gifts 
we can share with each other…now is the time 
to share them and to find you!  I love you all!  
Together apart only to be together again soon! 

Yours in Christian Fellowship,  

Heather Weir 

 

 

 

SHINING THE LIGHT CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN REKINDLES 

 Since its inception in 2017, our “Shining 
the Light” Capital campaign has raised over 
$153,400 in cash donations and fundraisers, 
and over $90,000 in in-kind gifts.  Most of this 
support paid for the renovations to our church 
buildings, although we have held funds people 
gave for the renovation of the Friendship House 
until that phase of the project begins.   

 Now, we are about to restart the 
campaign with a focus on renovating and 
expanding the Friendship House so it can better 
serve as a center for community programs and 
activities.  Our vision involves constructing two 
additions to the existing building, one for office 
and program space, the other for an expanded 
kitchen.  This revised concept maximizes the 
ability of the building to accommodate 
community and church events, and allow for 
weekly group meetings as well as occasional 
special events.   

 Since the campaign began, we have 
experienced significant increase in community 
use of the Friendship House.  This use has both 
proved the value of this facility to our 
community as well as demonstrated the 
importance of the renovations we are 
proposing.   

 Once we restart the campaign, donors 
will be able to designate their support strictly to 
the renovation and expansion of the Friendship 
House.  Stay tuned!  If you want to know more, 
or help us promote this effort, send an email to 
snunionchurchinfo@gmail.com.   
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BUY A BUCK—REDUCE OUR LOAN 

 
Before we stopped in-person worship, we 
started our “SNUC BUCKS” project—a fund 
way to give to pay down the line of credit 
we took to pay for the church’s renovation.  
People bought a ‘buck’—actually a piece of 
pager the size of a bill.  We started taping 
them around the inside perimeter of our 
church.  

But then, we stopped in-person worship, 
which, along with other more significant 
losses, meant that we haven’t added new 
bucks.      
 
But the opportunity remains.  Wouldn’t it 
add to our joy of returning to in-person 
worship if the bucks went all the way 
around the church?  Anyone can give any 
amount to our capital fund with a note that 
you want your gift to by “SNUC BUCKS.”    

 NEWS ABOUT OUR CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN AND CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Before the pandemic changed everything, we 
had gathered a group under the leadership of 
Gail Bostic which was planning to launch the 
second phase of our “Shine The Light” 
campaign, with a focus on renovating the 
Friendship House and seeking support from the 
wider Newbury community.  The pandemic has 
stalled that effort, but we continue to lay the 
groundwork for the campaign restart.   

We have paid down over $12,000 of the line of 
credit we used to pay for renovation of our 
church building.  The Executive Board has 
continued to pay down the principal on as funds 
permit.  One good thing about the pandemic is 
that our interest rate has decreased, which 
makes it possible to pay less interest and more 
principal.   

A few construction issues remain to be 
completed regarding the church building.  The 
Executive Board is seeking bids for this work 
from a few local contractors.  Thanks to the 
generous support of many, we have a modest 
amount of funds available to pay for this work.   

If you pledge support to our campaign but 
aren’t sure what of your pledge is yet to be 
fulfilled, please contact Nancy Nichols, who 
keeps the record of people’s support.  Of 
course, we welcome continued support of this 
ambitious effort.  You can give online or mail a 
check, and you can designate it for paying down 
the loan, supporting the Friendship House 
renovation, or allow your gift to be used where 
it most is needed.   

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN A SUMMER 
BIBLE STUDY? 

Typically, we’ve not offered Bible Study during 
the summer.  But with t h e increased need for 
fellowship and faith-sharing in the era of the 
pandemic, we’re thinking of launching a Bible 
Study to take place over the course of the 
summer.  The dates and times will be 
determined by the people who want to 
participate.  We’re thinking of studying selected 
Psalms, both because they are great allies for 
our faith, and because studying them does not 
require continuity from on class to the next.  It 
may be that we can offer the study as a 
‘hybrid’—some meeting in person at the 
Friendship House, and others participating 
remotely via Zoom.   If you would like to 
participate in this, call Pastor Keller at 848-0313 
or send an email to 
snunionchurchinfo@gmail.com.   
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

When the Spring edition of Shalom was 
published, the season of Lent was just getting 
underway.   The newsletter presented a long list 
of programs and activities, including fundraisers 
and community events.  And then, everything 
changed.   We served our New England Boiled 
dinner on March 15, and offered a takeout-only 
Ham ‘n Bean Dinner on May 16.  Every other 
event listed in that newsletter either was 
cancelled or moved online.  We’ve done a 
marvelous job transitioning to online church, 
but it surely leaves us feeling like something 
essential has been lost.  And it’s not only church 
– our personal lives have been disrupted, and 
for many, our financial situation has become 
quite unstable.  Our nation, and indeed the 
whole world, have been affected beyond what 
we could have imagined three months ago.   

What are we to make of this time?  Specifically, 
what does faith make of this time?  I reject two 
responses to the faith question.  I think it’s 
wrong to conclude that God is using the virus to 
punish humankind for our sins.  Sure, scripture 
recounts times when God used natural disasters 
and human conflicts to punish or at least to get 
people’s attention.  But God’s way in the world 
has always been about love, not about 
wrath.  “I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their 
ways and live.”  So the prophet Ezekiel heard 
God say (Ezekiel 33:11)  I also reject the idea 
that faith in God, or allegiance to Jesus, works 
as a kind of vaccine so that “real” Christians can 
ignore the guidance of public health 
professionals.  “Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.”    

I see this crisis as an opportunity to re-imagine 
church and to re-tool faith.  Of course it’s 
distressing.  Of course it has caused the loss of 
way too much.  But also, it has slowed down the 
human rat race, and we needed that.  It has 
awakened us to the courage of people risking 
themselves in service to others, and the plight 
of easily forgotten people whose situation 
makes them much more vulnerable. It has 
prompted us to practice new disciplines (like 
remembering our masks!)  and, it has forced us 
to be clearer about what really matters, what is 
most important.  Intentionally or not, we have 
been drawn into reflection on life’s 
preciousness and its fragility, and that truly is a 
great grace.   

“Church”—now and after the acute phase of 
dealing with the pandemic—must develop ways 
to offer and sustain community that goes far 
beyond being physically present on a Sunday 
morning.  “Church” – now and into the future—
must find ways to share God’s love and seek 
God’s justice which truly bind up brokenhearted 
people, calm anxious people, and engage 
people who are unlikely to be in a church 
building on a Sunday morning in authentic 
community.  It’s time to get creative, time to 
imagine and live into new ways to glorify God, 
new ways to be the Body of Christ in the world, 
new ways to be a sacred space where God’s 
love is experienced.   How we discern the 
church God wants us to be is not yet clear to 
me.  That we find ways to come together and 
work on this is essential.  I look forward to 
sharing that adventure with the people who are 
the church in South Newbury.   

 

 



 



 


