
 
 

Summertime! 

*Food Pantry open by appointment only.  
Call 938-5369 for any needs. 

June:  
12th Ham and Bean dinner with coleslaw 
and dessert 
27th Church Annual Meeting 

July:  
4th of July Parade starting at the old town 
sheds 
10th Newbury Old Home Day 
11th Church held in the Newbury Meeting 
House 
24th Famous Thomas Chicken BBQ stay 
tuned for details 

August: 
21st Annual Church Fair 

 

 

 

CHURCH IN THE SEASON OF COVID-19 

We are back for in person services.  We are 
following the CDC guidelines and social 
distancing requirements...but we are OPEN!  
We had our first in person services on May 9th 
and it was a great feeling to back in our church 
again.  We look forward to the weeks and 
months ahead and we hope that you will join 
us!    If you have any pastoral needs, call Pastor 
Keller at 848-0313.   

We do share information about our ministries 
on Facebook, on our electronic newsletter, the 
“E-Pistle,” and on our website, 
www.southnewburyunionchurch.org.   

At this time, we are planning to hold our classic 
summer events, although every one of them 
will be retooled to take social distancing into 
account.  Also, any of these events might be 
cancelled depending on circumstances at the 
time.   

We are grateful that so far, no one associated 
with our church has reported contracting 
COVID-19.  But we continue to pray for those 
who have gotten sick, and for the many people 
who risk themselves to take care of others.   

 

OPEN AND AFFIRMING - UPDATE 

In the last edition of Shalom, the ONA 
process was described along with 
opportunities for learning about what it 
means to be an Open and Affirming Church. 
The ONA process has been on-going since 
September 2020...we are now in the final 
"innings. 
At the April Deacons meeting, an ONA 
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Covenant was presented and approved 
unanimously. 

 
On the agenda for the June 27th Annual 
meeting of SNUC is a presentation by the ONA 
committee culminating with a vote by the 
congregation on the approval of the covenant 
below, making SOUTH NEWBURY UNION 
CHUCH AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH.  
 
We ask that you read and prayerfully consider 
this covenant 
for approval....any questions, please contact, 
Gail, Keira or Roberta. 
 
OPEN AND AFFIRMING COVENANT. 
The faith community of the South Newbury 
Union Church, Newbury, New Hampshire, 
reaffirms our shared covenant and beliefs that 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ calls us to love one 
another and to extend welcome to all people.  
We affirm that each individual is a child of God 
an that all are worthy of God's love and Grace. 
 
As witness to these beliefs and as covenant 
members of Christ's church we proclaim and 
celebrate God's love for people of all ages, all 
races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and 
physical abilities, all socioeconomic 
backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender 
identities and gender expressions, and all other 
diverse attributes that are woven into the fabric 
of humankind. 
 
We are called to be as one body seeking to walk 
together in the complete life and ministry of our 
church.  With God's grace we resolve to be an 
open, inclusive, affirming and accessible 
community of faith.  We invite all to participate 
and share in the life and leadership, ministry 
and fellowship, worship and sacraments, 
responsibilities and blessings of our Christian 
community. 
 
The ONA Committee 
Keira Rand 

Roberta Daw 
Gail Bostic 

 

ONLINE GIVING 
IS MORE CONVENIENT THAN EVER 

Even though we are doing few things in person, 
the church is still ministering.  The way we 
minister during the stay-at-home orders 
requires more of us than how we did things 
before.   We are grateful for the many people 
who have continued to financially support our 
church’s ministries.    

Many have been mailing checks to the 
church.  We are depositing those gifts in our 
bank accounts.  Some have shifted over to 
giving electronically.  This is a relatively simple 
process, which anyone can do by visiting the 
“Ways to Give” and “Donate Now” pages on our 
website. We are charged a percentage of your 
gift, which the online system allows you to 
offset with an extra donation.  The best (and 
least expensive) way to give electronically is by 
making an ongoing monthly donation from a 
bank account.  The system does allow donors to 
give by credit card, but it is much more 
expensive.   

However, you choose to give, your gift truly is 
making it possible for us to “be the church” in 
these extraordinary times, so thank you 

 

 

 

 



 

Dinners Rocking and a 
Rolling!!!! 

Our dinners have been a great success amid 
this pandemic.  Even in trying times people 
need to eat, so we continue to serve! Our 
dinners have sold out every time!  As 
always, we need help in prep and serving 
our customers from a distance.  Since our 
dinners are all take out it does take a huge 
effort to get it all together and out the door 
in a timely fashion.  Together we will 
continue to provide for our community and 
our church!  Dinners that are up and 
coming: 

June 12th: Ham and Beans, coleslaw and 
dessert 5-7pm or when sold out 

Dinner is suggested donation $12 and can 
be preordered by calling 938-5369 and 
leaving a message All others walk-in for 
take-out until food is gone. 

July 24th: Famous Thomas Chicken 
Barbeque 5-7pm or when sold out 

Dinner is suggested donation $12 and can 
be preordered by calling 938-5369 and 
leaving a message All others walk-in for 
take-out until food is gone. 

 

A Note From The Editor: 

Wonderful things are happening!  
Our church doors are open for in person 
worship!!! What a long time coming but we 
are finally open!  We will continue to live 

stream our services so that everyone can 
have access.  The hybrid model of in person 
and online is here to stay.  We still have a 
few kinks to work out for it to run smoothly 
but we are on our way!  Our small team 
that keeps us going is doing a wonderful 
job!  I know some of us are not ready to 
come back yet and that is okay, but we will 
be here waiting with open arms when you 
do come.   

There are a lot of things happening 
behind the scenes that you may not be 
aware of.  We have our annual meeting 
coming up. Also, we are getting ready to 
launch our Phase II Friendship House 
Capital Campaign.  There will be lots of 
information coming out over the next few 
weeks so keep your eyes peeled to our 
website and our E-pistle.  We have dinners 
coming up and our annual Church fair.   
There is lots happening, and we have a busy 
summer coming up.  For me, it is exciting to 
be getting back into the swing and making 
things move again.    I thank you all for your 
continued support.  Our little church sure 
makes things happen and I look forward to 
a prosperous fun summer If you would like 
to receive your Shalom electronically, 
please email the church @ 
snunionchurhcinfo@gmail.com and put 
Shalom in the subject line!  Thank you all 
and I love you all!  

Yours in Christian Fellowship,  

Heather Weir 
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Update on “Shining the Light” 
Capital Campaign 

FRIENDSHIP HOUSE RENOVATION BUILDS 
MOMENTUM 
 

The Building Committee is working 
diligently to present a plan and rendering of 
what the FH could look like.  They are 
working on procuring a contractor and 
setting up a phase schedule, as funds 
become available. 
 

As Phase 1 of the Capital Campaign was 
funded mostly by the congregation, the 
Capital Campaign is developing a plan to 
appeal to the community for funds for 
Phase 2 to be able to live out our mission in 
South Newbury.  We as a congregation can 
help, spreading the excitement of our 
project. to all, friends, family and 
acquaintances helping to make it possible 
to take advantage of the generosity of our 
community. 
If you have any thoughts, questions, or 
extra funds, give Mary, Heather or Gail a 
call.  
 

Please keep his project and the two 
committees in your prayers... 

You can support the campaign with an 
unrestricted gift, of you can direct your 
support either to debt reduction or to the 
Friendship House.  Direct your support to 
“SNUC Capital Campaign” and, if you wish, 
designate your gift “Friendship House.”   

 

DEDICATION SCHEDULED FOR OUR 

PARTNER CHURCH’S BUILDING 

Even before the South Newbury Union Church 

partnered with the Ivene Church of the United 

Church of Christ in Zimbabwe, that 

congregation has been building a church 

building.  After about eight years of building, 

the congregation has scheduled a dedication of 

its almost completed building on June 27. 

The congregation first built a wing of the 

building which houses toilets and a room which 

eventually will serve as a youth room.  When 

David and Lindy went to Zimbabwe in 2015, the 

future youth room served as the congregation’s 

space for worship.  At that time, the future 

worship space was a concrete slab with walls 

half finished.  The project only progressed when 

funds, labor, and resources are at hand.  On 

numerous occasions, the Ivene Church has 

asked its members to donate bricks.  We now 

have received word that the chancel area has 

just been completed, and that the congregation 

is raising funds to purchase paint.   

Early in our partnership, we sent construction 

materials donated by members of our church 

using space on a container shipment.  Those 

materials have been put to use as various times 

as the construction has progressed.  In 2019, we 

raised funds in honor of the fortieth anniversary 

of David’s ordination.  Our support made it 

possible to put a roof on the building.  The 

obstacles our partner church have encountered 

along the way have been daunting, but the faith 

and persistence of the congregation have 

prevailed.   

After eight years of service, Rev. Mpofu stepped 

aside from being the Ivene Church’s pastor last 

year, consistent with the policy of the UCCZ.  

Because the congregation does not have 

sufficient financial resources to hire a pastor, 

the Western Conference Minister, Rev. Samson 

Mhlanga, is serving as the congregation’s Acting 

Minister.  He writes: “We believe God is going 

to lead us through and provide all that is 

needed to reach [dedication day] ready.   We 



thank all the members of your church for all 

your assistance which has been a great help to 

us.”   Perhaps we should than our sister 

congregation for their example of persistence 

as we continue to renovate our buildings and 

live into our vision of a church serving its 

community.   

July 4th Parade 

The parade will happen on Sunday July 4th 

@11am.  We would like to invite you and 

your organization to be part of the fun! Kids 

of all ages are welcome to bring a float, 

dress up, bring music, decorate their 

bikes/wagons, banners, trucks, cars, 

equipment, etc. Let’s make this the best 4th 

ever! Don’t want to be in the parade?  Well 

then come watch it!   Lots of balloons, juice 

and cookies and loads of fun!  Questions 

call Gail @ 938-2064 

Church Fair is a go!  

We are on for the fair again this year!  We 

are planning for another successful year, 

but we will need your help!  We are seeking 

vendors so if you or you know someone 

who would like to join us, please have them 

email me (Heather) @ 

wolfmomma1977@gmail.com.  We will also 

need help during the Fair which is August 

21st from 9-2pm.  We are also looking for 

people to help get donated items, gift cards 

etc. from local towns and businesses for our 

annual Chinese Auction.   If you have any 

questions, please feel free to email me.  I 

know, together we can make this another 

successful year! 

 

 

FROM YOUR PASTOR 

In the past two months, I have officiated at two 

funeral services for young men who died of a 

drug overdose.   I knew neither of them, but I 

was deeply moved to hear their story from their 

parents.  Both had been active in lots of sports 

and other activities.  Both were relatively 

young; both were fathers; both had parents 

who loved them.  Both had experienced fairly 

long periods of recovery.   

The death of a loved one always brings grief to 

those left behind.  I grieved when my 

grandmother died, even though she had lived 

almost to her 102nd birthday and had lived in 

her own apartment except for the last six weeks 

of her life.  Of course, I felt the loss, but it was 

easy for me to give thanks for a life well lived.   

The grief of losing a child by any cause is so 

different from my grieving my grandmother 

that it should have its own name.  Be it by 

accident, or suicide, or from combat, or by 

overdose, the experience of loss is massive and 

wrenching.  But death by overdose brings its 

own complications.   

As I spent time with the parents, the relatives 

and the friends of these two young men, I was 

impacted by the jumble of their emotions. 

Some were angry that the young person 

messed around with drugs.   Some felt guilt 

because they thought they should have done 

more.  Parents feel rage at the people with 

whom their child was hanging around.  The 
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dead person’s fellow users may or may not be 

wondering if their drug use might kill them.   

One thing that the funeral services 

accomplished was that they described and 

celebrating the good and positive aspects of the 

person who had died.  These young men had 

been involved in sports and other organized 

activities.  They had been hard workers.  They 

had been loyal friends.  They were good fathers.  

They had tried to be sober.   

We are right to wonder why people mess 

around with drugs.  One reason is broadly 

cultural: the cultural message is, we should not 

have to endure pain or debilitation – take this 

medication, says the enticing ad, and you’ll be 

happy and able to do what you want to do.   

More personally, research suggests a direct 

correlation between childhood trauma and 

substance misuse later in life.  There are other 

factors.  The reasons are complex, and certainly 

different for different people.   

There is something we followers of Jesus can 

do.  We can work on doing away with the 

stigma associated with addiction.  We can 

affirm that every person has worth, that every 

person is a beloved child of God.  We can learn 

why addiction is a real disease, not a failure of 

will, certainly not the failure of one’s parents.  

While we may need to put some restrictions on 

what we can offer the addicted person, we can 

choose to hang in there with them with no 

conditions whatsoever.  Most important, we 

can continue to offer hope.   

Jesus was willing to touch the untouchables of 

his day.  He embodied unconditional love.  He 

never blamed a sick or tormented person for 

their situation.  His esteem for the unloved and 

unlovely of his time serves as a model we are 

quite capable of following.   As individuals, we 

can love today’s unloved and unlovely.   As a 

community of faith, we can speak and act and 

advocate in ways that reject judging others and 

embody hope.  We can learn the truth about 

addiction.  And we can shine Christ’s light in 

ways that let others know that we seek to be a 

place of safety and a resource for healing.   

 

 

 



 



 


