
         

 

  It was a soupy kind of spring and summer for 
2019.  Now, here it is almost Indian Summer 
and as the days are getting cool but we had 

better not complain…. keep those sweaters and 
sweat shirts near as I am sure we will need 

them before long.  There is a lot going on at our 
little church late this summer and for the next 
weeks there continue to be going on.   Here’s a 
list events that are going on, some that could 
use your participation.  If you see something 
that you are interested in being a part of, just 
let someone know…there is always room for 

one more.    

 

                 CHECK IT OUT…. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!! 

Fall Schedule of Programs -presented by South 
Newbury Union Church 

Sept. 25th  7:00pm scams and Identity theft             
(Newbury Police Dept.)  

Sept. 29th  7:00pm Daryl Thompson- Explore 
some of the Shaker’s contributions to society 
and enjoy personal memories of Canterbury 
Shakers (NH Humanities) 

Oct 2nd  Socialize and enjoy crafts – bring 
bagged lunch (crafts supplied by Newbury 
Library 

Oct. 4th Music Café and light meal 7-9 

         Oct. 9th     2:00pm   Cancer support.  More and           
more cancer patients are surviving this disease. 
(Concord Hospital) 

Oct. 16th   4 - 6pm  VNA Flu Clinic 

October 19th Meatloaf Dinner 5-7pm 

Oct. 22nd  6:30pm  Maximizing Brain Functions 
(LSVNA) 

Nov. 6th  Socialize and enjoy crafts – bring 
bagged lunch (crafts supplied by Newbury 
Library) 

Nov. 10th  2:00pm  Vanished Veterans (NH 
Humanities)  

November 16th  Turkey Dinner 5-7pm 

 

 

      NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE WOMEN’S                 
FELLOWSHIP OFFERS FALL FELLOWSHIP RETREAT 

The very active Women’s Fellowship of the New 
Hampshire Conference, UCC, is once again 
offering an inspiring fall retreat.  This year’s 
retreat takes place on Friday and Saturday, 

September 27-28, at beautiful Camp Sentinel in 
Center Tuftonboro.  The theme of the retreat is 

“The Story of You—Mindfulness, Simplicity, 
Gratefulness.”  The retreat leaders are Liz 

Greenberg, a social work and “Soul Collage” 
facilitator, and the Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof, a 

Veriditas Labyrinth Facilitator.  Through making 
“soul collages” and walking a labyrinth, 

participants we enter into knowing themselves 
better.  The cost of attending, which includes 3 
meals, lodging, and retreat materials, is $80 if 

paid before September 10, and $90 if paid 
afterwards.  Scholarships are available by 

contacting Pastor Keller.  Register and send a 
check made to “NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship” 

to Trudie Bergeron, 46 Nantucket Place. 
Greenland, NH 03840.  Email Trudie with any 

questions at trudieglenn@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

  Shalom       
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING RECEIVED 
OCTOBER 6 

Once again this year, we will receive your 
support for the Neighbors in Need offering on 
the first Sunday in October, the Sunday when 

we celebrate our unity with Christians 
everywhere though World Communion Sunday.   

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ that 

supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN 
funds support the Council for American Indian 
Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is 

used by the UCC's Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 

projects through grants. Neighbors in Need 
grants are awarded to UCC churches and 
organizations doing justice work in their 

communities. These grants fund projects whose 
work ranges from direct service to community 
organizing and advocacy to address systemic 

injustice. This year, special consideration will be 
given to projects focusing on serving our 
immigrant neighbors and communities.  

You’ll hear more about the difference this 
offering makes during worship in late 

September.  Or, you can learn more by going to 
www.ucc.org/nin_stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do You Have 2020 Vision? Or maybe the title should 
read “Do you have a SNUC vision for 2020?”  If so, what 
is that vision?  And how can you get there from here?  
And what do you need to do to contribute to making 
that vision a reality?  

In a few weeks, SNUC will begin its 2020 Stewardship 
Campaign, the theme of which will be “What Can I Bring 
to the Table?”  Starting in late September, you will 
begin to see a lot of triangles around the church.    

  

  

  

  

Triangles?  Why triangles?     

 

The newly formed Finance Committee has been 
toiling away this summer over some big issues.  

Understanding and implementing the electronic 
accounting system – without errors – has been 
a challenge.  Nancy Nichols, Heather Weir and 

David Keller are nearly there.               

The sense of doom from the $70,000 Capital 
Campaign debt has cause some sleepless nights.  

Thanks to the EXTRA- ORDINARY envelope 
donations the debt is slightly under that 

number.  Remember, the lower the debt, the 
less interest we have to pay each month.  

Anyone with a brilliant idea—or even a dumb 
idea – please speak to Marj Schultz or anyone 

on the Executive Board. 

At times we feel like a dog chasing its tail just to 
keep the bills paid.  One feels like all we think 

about is money.  So when a Stewardship 
campaign is called for we all groaned.  However, 
remembering that Stewardship means “caring 

for” in more ways than collecting money, a 
person might find this an interesting endeavor.    

Consider checking out the Stewardship 
Committee on August 12, at 4:30 at the 

Friendship House for its first meeting.  Bring 
your point of view. This could be fun. 

 

http://www.ucc.org/nin_stories


From your Pastor 

 We have made our way through a truly amazing 
summer.  It began with me being on a two-month 
Sabbatical in May and June which afforded me multiple 
opportunities to reconnect with the love of God, which 
was the Sabbatical’s chief purpose.  Equally important, 
our congregation’s leadership rose to the challenge and 
ably handled responsibilities related to worship, 
administration, and   programming.   One important 
accomplishment was to hire a new musician, Connie 
Beal, following Doris Newell’s retirement after 60+ 
years of devoted service to our church.  Welcome, 
Connie!   

 In July we participated in Newbury’s Old Home 
Day with our Strawberry Shortcake Booth.  We held a 
worship service at the Center Meetinghouse.  We had a 
successful Chicken BBQ fundraiser.  Some of us were  
involved in the visit from the Rev. Dr. Kennedy 
Gondongwe, Principal of the United Theological College 
in Harare, Zimbabwe, who was in New Hampshire for a 
week and had lunch with us during that time.   

 In August this congregation hosted a 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of my ordination.  I 
am so grateful for the many ways that the people of our 
church worked to make that celebration a great 
success.  I asked that gifts supporting the building 
program of our partner church be given in honor of my 
celebration.  Members of this congregation as well as 
family and friends responded with an outpouring of 
generosity which literally brought tears to the eyes of 
our hama in Ivene when they heard of it.   

Also in August we held our Annual Summer Fair, 
which once again welcomed neighbors and friends, 
involved many helpers, benefitted from creative 
innovations, and made us some money.   

But here we are, with autumn in our sights, and 
new opportunities for us to ‘be the church’ coming 
soon.  As we gear up for fall programs and activities, I 
offer an invitation for refocusing.  It is easy, and indeed 
important, to focus on what’s needed for the next 
fundraiser and on recruiting people to serve in our 
programs.  What if we also, or could I say, more deeply, 
focus on communicating the love of God?  What if we 
made the primary purpose of everything we do to be 
communicating, in word and deed, God’s love for all 
people, including but not limited to the people, 
newcomers and veterans alike, who are part of our 
community of faith?  I think this would make a huge 
difference in the way we go about things.  I think it 
would remind us of our core purpose as a church.  I 
think it would connect with the fundamental reasons 

people come to a church – to experience healing, to 
secure hope, to know God’s love.  Jesus said, Seek first 
God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all these 
other things will be yours as well.  If we put God’s love 
first, I dare to believe that God will see to it that all our 
organizational concerns are met as well.   

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY EXPLORES THE LETTER TO THE 
GALATIANS 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians has rightly been called 
“The Magna Carta of Christian Liberty,” and rightly so.  
In it, he exposes the dangers of a faith-practice 
grounded in following rules, but at the same time lays 
out a clear guide for Christian accountability.  Its 
message remains as relevant today as any book in the 
Bible.   

Pastor Keller will lead a study of this important letter 
beginning Tuesday, October 8, and continuing to the 
week before Thanksgiving.  The class will meet at 4 PM 
in the Friendship House.  You do not need to have 
participated in a Bible study previously to participate in 
this study – newcomers especially welcome!  Stay tuned 
and check the October E-Pistle for details and a course 
schedule.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In Sunday School: 

The Teacher: "Today is the start of Sunday School. 

This week you began a new school year and will have 

many new experiences. How do you think God has 
helped you this week?" 

Student: "God has helped me with my math in 

school." 

Teacher: How has God helped you with your math in 
school?" 

Student: God gave me fingers." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Gail and Brian Bostic -55 years   September 12th 

             Joyce LaPorte -  September 1st 

             Wayne LaPorte  - September 6th 

             Sarah Moran.- September 11th 

             Gail Bostic.-September 26th  

             Maralyn Doyle – October 3rd 

             Haley Deane -October 8th 

            Christine Hill -October 14th 

            Caleb Connor – October 17th 

            David Keller – October 26th 

            Jack Doyle – November 5th 

            Alex Carver – November 24th 

           Lilian Deane – November 24th 
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