
Spring  is On Its Way!!

*Food Pantry open by appointment only.
Call 938-5369 for any needs.

Upcoming Events:

March:

5th: World Prayer Day:

7th: Service of Loss and Lament

13th: Corned Beef and CabbageE Dinner

28th- Palm Sunday

April:

4th: Easter Sunday

17th: Turkey Dinner

May:

22nd: Roast Pork Dinner

WORSHIP CONTINUES ONLINE

Starting in January, the livestream worship

team began leading worship from the

Friendship House rather than the church

kbuilding.  We’ve done this with an

in-person congregation for a number of

years.  It makes even more sense when our

worship is all online.  The team misses the

gathered congregation but prays that what

we are offering continues to enrich your

faith and your sense of community.

We expect to have an in-person, outdoor

palm processional on Palm Sunday, which is

March 28.  We expect to offer a zoom

Maundy Thursday service.  We don’t know

how we will celebrate Easter.

WORSHIP AS OF NOW

AT SOUTH NEWBURY UNION CHURCH

The Executive Board have been meeting via
Zoom since the uptick in CoVid 19 numbers
around November. The Diaconate and
Executive boards are continuing to work on
being an effective church during the times
of COVID 19 for the members and the
community. We are recruiting for a Clerk to
sit on the ExecutiveBoard and a substitute
musician. The Executive Board
acknowledged with appreciation and
sadness the conclusion of Doris Newell’s
long ministry of music with South Newbury
Union Church.

Small groups, such as AA and book clubs,
are meeting at The Friendship Housewithin
the guidelines of the state and CDC. We are
continuously trying to come up with more
and exciting fundraisers or events that can
happen via Zoom.

If you would like to worship with the South
Newbury Union Church but haven’t, let us
help you find your way.  Call Pat Oakes,
senior Deacon, at 340-4384.  Find worship



details on our website.  Or check in at 9:30
on our Facebook page.

Mary Smith, President of Executive Board

Stewardship is Heart Work

Stewardship is an ongoing work that
continues not only for a few weeks but

throughout the year.  I have prided myself
on the campaign this year and am very
thankful for so many wonderful pledges

from my fellow parishioners.  This has been
an incredibly challenging year on so many

fronts.  As you have probably heard by now
our financial situation is quite strained as

we try to continue to manage our way
through this bizarre year.  I know that

everyone's purses are tight and asking for
more money just adds to the stress, but this

year has taken us to stress levels beyond
our wildest imaginations.  Our church

struggles like the rest of us to keep the
pastor paid, the lights on, and our members
intact in an unprecedented time. This is the

time that we again prove we can survive
anything.  I know we are apart and our

normal routines are out of the ordinary but
what hasn’t changed is the needs of our
daily runnings of the church.  We are still

“open” and we are still working behind the
scenes to keep up with everything so when

we can open we don’t miss a beat!  Our
finances are tight and we are asking for your

help to get us through.  WE are a strong
church family that has always done what

needs to be done, let's continue to do so.  If
you can help please do if you aren’t able to
help financially then help spread the news
of our upcoming fundraisers! Together we

will come through this stronger and clearer
for our future!

Heather Weir, Financial Secretary

AND WE
ARE
BACK!!

March 13th, 5-7

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE : St. Paddy’s day

Corned Beef, cabbage, potatoes, carrots,
and scones.  Suggested donation: $12,

April 17th, 5-7

TURKEY DINNER

Turkey (white meat) w/ stuffing, mash
potatoes, gravy,green beans, and apple
crisp. Suggested donation: $12

May 22nd, 5-7

ROAST PORK DINNER

Roast Pork w/ home-made apple sauce, red
jacket potatoes, mixed vegetables, and a
chocolate chip cookie. Suggested donation:
$12.

Building Usage even during the
Pandemic

AA- Let It Shine hold its meetings Monday -
Saturday from 8:30am-9:30am in our
Friendship House.  They continue to do so
and have been enjoying using the space.
They have done a great job keeping it
sanitized and warm.  They are a great
friendly group that we LOVE having!  They
have been incredibly helpful and generous.
Thank you!



SNUC joins KREM.

KREM (Kearsarge Regional Ecumenical
Ministry)

is a non-profit association established for
charitable purposes by churches starting in
New London and has now extended

to many surrounding area churches.
Administered by an ecumenical volunteer
board, KREM was designed to respond to
individual crisis situations through the
appropriate referral or through emergency
aid funds.

KREM "meeting the emergency needs of
people in the Kearsarge/Sunapee region
when other services are unavailable."

Last Fall the SNUC deacons voted to be a
part of this worthy ministry.  A donation was
made from the deacons fund and two
representatives to their boards were
suggested.

If you are interested in learning more... give
Elyse Remy a call.

WORLD DAY OF

PRAYER GATHERS

ONLINE

FRIDAY, MARCH 5 AT

4 pm.

Women of faith in

New Hampshire join

with women around the world in

celebrating the World Day of Prayer. Like so

much else, the global pandemic has

affected this tradition. This year, New

Hampshire's event will be offered online.

The World Day of Prayer is a worldwide,

ecumenical movement of Christian women

of many traditions who come together to

observe a common day of prayer each year,

and who, in many countries, have a

continuing relationship in prayer and

service.

● It is initiated and carried out by

women in more than 170 countries

and regions.

● It is symbolized by an annual day of

celebration observed on the first

Friday in March to which all people

are welcome.

● It brings women of different races,

cultures and traditions together in

fellowship, understanding and action

throughout the year.

● Through World Day of Prayer,

women affirm that prayer and action

are inseparable and have

immeasurable influence in the

world.

● The motto of World Day of Prayer is

“Informed Prayer and Prayerful

Action.”

Each year, the World Day of prayer features

the stories of women from one country. This

year, we hear the voices of women from the

archipelago of Vanuatu, a country made up

of many islands near New Zealand.

you will be able to access the New

Hampshire service, in which our own Keira

Rand has a role, by clicking the link after 10



AM on March 5, which will be located on

the Ministries page of our web site.

MERRIMACK ASSOCIATION INVITES US

TO A

"SERVICE OF

LOSS AND

LAMENT"

 SUNDAY,

MARCH 7, 2

PM

This has been a tough year and we have all

suffered losses - small and large. Our faith

tradition offers us a place to hold our losses,

cry out to God, and receive assurance of

God’s response. Our faith is strengthened

when we gather in community, even in an

online community. Using Scripture, poetry,

music, action, and silence, this service will

lift up the power of being a community of

faith as we give voice to our grief and enrich

our hope.

Our pastor, David Keller, will share a song

during this service.

A Note From The Editor:
Looking Forward…
Spring is coming!  We have made it through
some of the darkness times over the last
couple of months.  Winter is not my favorite
season because of the lack of sunlight.  I
long for December 22 since I know the days
will now get longer.  I long for long warm
days of sunlight and being outdoors.  This
past year makes it even stronger of an urge
to see the sun and warmth and green of

Spring.  I am sure many of you feel the same
way!  Keep the faith, keep walking forward,
keep your face to the sun.  This year will be
better and brighter...we are walking out of
the darkness.  Soon enough we will be
together celebrating each other and our
church family!  I miss you all and I know
how hard to be away from each other has
been but we got this a little bit longer!
Sending you all Love, Light and Hope!  God
is preparing our way for a much better
future!

Yours in Christian Fellowship,

Heather Weir

Update on “Shining the Light”
Capital Campaign

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN GETS A SURPRISE!

About three years ago, SNUC voted to
establish a line of credit with Cornerstone
United Church Funds.  This vote was taken
in order to complete the renovation of our
church in a timely manner.  There are still a
few items to be completed and these will be
addressed in the near future.  The good
news is that with the help of our generous
donors, this credit line has been reduced to
0...Congratulations to all!

With great enthusiasm, the FH Capital
Campaign  Committee is encouraged to
move forward to complete our vision and
make our Friendship House an important
center for community life in Newbury.

The committee is working hard to
accomplish this vision.  Within the next
couple of months they will be reaching out
to members of the Newbury community.
During our original capital campaign, many
residents of Newbury and friends of SNUC



expressed their desire to donate to the F.H.
only.

The renovation and expansion of the
Friendship House can be accomplished in
phases over time as funds and in-kind
support become available.  We have learned
quite a bit, and are confident to move along
with this knowledge.

Church folk are invited to re-engage with
the campaign as we move along the journey
to make our vision a reality.  Any questions,
please contact Mary Smith, Heather Weir or
Gail Bostic.
Remember,   "With God's help, anything is
possible"

Fro� �h� D�a���s
Open and Affirming (ONA)

PROCESS OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES FOR

LEARNING

Our process of discerning whether we will

be an Open and Affirming (ONA)

congregation of the United Church of Christ

took a break from offering opportunities for

us to learn and share with each other since

November.  Now, we have new events to

offer.

“Open and Affirming” is a process of

learning what it means for a UCC church to

be fully welcoming and inclusive of Lesbian,

Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer

(LGBTQ) persons.  The United Church of

Christ has embraced full inclusion for

decades.  However, since UCC polity is

based on local church autonomy, it is up to

each local congregation to discern whether

it is willing and able to be an ONA church.

This process of discerning invites the people

of each congregation to learn what being

fully open and affirming means in its

setting, and to design its own way of

choosing to be identified as an ONA

congregation.

Our ONA Committee has scheduled learning

opportunities in March and April designed

to help us further explore aspects of

becoming an ONA congregation.

The first, scheduled for Tuesday, March 16

beginning at 6:30, will be a discussion on

Zoom about equal marriage.  Our presenter

will be the Rev. Ken Ehrke, pastor of

Embrace UCC in Richland Hills, Texas.   Ken

also is Program Manager for the

Empowering Families Project at The

Parenting Center.  He has been a Marriage

and Relationship workshop educator and a

Multicultural Competency Diversity trainer

since 2008.

The second, scheduled for Tuesday, April 20

beginning at 6:30, will be a discussion on

Zoom about LGBTQ persons serving in

authorized ministries, especially as ordained

ministers serving as local church pastors.

Our presenter will be the Rev. Richard

Slater, Associate Minister of the New

Hampshire Conference, whose ministry

includes supporting local congregations as

they search for a pastor.  Richard has long

been a friend and supporter of the South

Newbury Union Church.

People who want to attend these Zoom

meetings will need to register ahead of

time.  Send an email to the church at

snunionchurchinfo@gmail.com, and we will

send you the zoom link to the meetings.

This way of meeting on Zoom ensures that

mailto:snunionchurchinfo@gmail.com


people who attend are in the company of

friends.

Our ONA Committee, composed of Gail

Bostic, Keira Rand, and Roberta Daw, is

planning more opportunities to learn and

share later in the spring.

We all have much to learn about the lived
experience of LGBTQ people, especially in
their relationship to churches.  Please put
these dates on your calendar and watch for
detailed registration information in
upcoming E-Pistles.   For more information
on what it means to be an ONA
congregation, visit
www.openandaffirming.org.

Please give as you are able, and mail your
gift to SNUC PO Box 37, Newbury NH 03255.

 2020 UKAMA
PARTNERSHIP APPEAL
Zimbabwe News

Zimbabwe  suffered yet
one more cyclone that left detestation
behind.  Add COVID19 to the mix and
you’ve got a challenging living situation.
Some businesses have been pushed to the
brink by COVID19 pandemic restrictions.
Sadly, we learned that Minister Situsiso
Moyo is the latest government official to
succumb to COVID19.  We pray for her
family and community, as well as all who
are currently suffering with this illness.

Blessings, Roberta Daw

FROM YOUR PASTOR

The period of time covered by this edition

of Shalom covers the church year seasons of

Lent and Easter.  Lent begins with Ash

Wednesday, when we open a season of

spiritual renewal (that’s the deep goal of

Lent) with a meditation on our mortality

(“Dust you are, and to dust you shall

return.”)  The Easter season – not one day,

but a seven-week season, resolves into

Pentecost, the day that the Holy Spirit

birthed the Church with “tongues, as of

fire,” resting on each of Jesus' followers.

(Acts 2).  So this liturgical movement

proceeds in the exact opposite direction

from the laws of nature—rather than going

from fire to ashes, the church moves from

ashes to fire. We move from contemplating

our mortality toward new life in the Spirit;

from shedding whatever gets in the way of

our relationship with God (that’s the point

of Lent’s penitential practices) to being

courageous ambassadors of God’s in

breaking realm; from being individually

marked with ashes to being collectively

marked with the fire of the Spirit.

More than any other year in my life, we

need this counter-natural movement this

year, a year dominated by pandemic, a year

of systemic injustice exposed, a year of

dreadful and crippling divisiveness.  We

need to live contrary to the way of

deterioration, caught up instead in the way

which raises us to share Christ’s risen life.

The pandemic has offered a multitude of

opportunities for people to be resigned to a

reality grounded in fear.  But it also has

presented us with possibilities to live

invigorated with hope, to experience love

casting out fear, to nourish a beloved

http://www.openandaffirming.org


community of faith which knows how

utterly dependent we are on the grace and

mercy of God.

We honestly have no idea when it will be

safe for us to gather in person.  Will we have

a virtual Palm Sunday procession?  Will we

celebrate Easter online or on our building?

We don’t know.  Will we, no matter how,

continue to be the Church?  That much is

certain, not because of us, but because of

God.  We may be assured of the continuing

presence and power of the Holy Spirit who

guides us from death to life, from fear to

faith, and from old ways, however

treasured, into the new thing that God most

certainly is doing.  Through it all, we will be

the Church, the Body of Christ alive in the

world, a people who know that it is only by

the grace and power of God that we move

from ashes of what has been to the fire of

what will be.




