
ALL GOOD IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Genesis 1:1-2:4a David B. Keller
Matthew 28:16-20 June 7, 2020
TEXT: Genesis 1:31 “God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good.  And
there was evening, and there was morning, the sixth day.”
PURPOSE: To invite us to commit to the just and peaceful relationships among humans and
between humans and the rest of creation which has always been God’s desire for us and creation.
______________________________________________________________________________

How wonderful it is to hear that account of God creating all that is.  The
account is proclamation, not explanation.  God’s word creates; God calls the worlds
into being.  At the end of a day’s work, when God reviews what God created, God
says, “Wow! That’s good!”  And at the close of a rather full work week, God looks
over all that has come to be, and says, “Yes! It’s all very good.”  

I was pondering this passage during my prayer time last week when I opened
my eyes to see a tick crawling on my leg.  Good?  What good is a tick?  The
bacteria that ticks carry think ticks are good because ticks allow the bacteria to
hitchhike between animals and humans.  But as far as we humans are concerned, we
think it would be great if God repented of creating ticks.  What about viruses?  Are
they included in what God called ‘good’?  What good is a microorganism that
spreads disease indiscriminately and causes enormous misery and even death?  If
we trust this account of creation as being true, not in its literal detail but in its
affirmation of a sovereign creator God, then it follows that God intended every
created thing to fit into a perfect harmony of all things, microorganisms as much as
galaxies.  In the neighborhood God created, it all must be good.  We just haven’t
figured out how things like ticks and viruses contribute to that goodness. 

The creation story tells us that God created humankind in God’s own image.
We may look insignificant compared to the stars, but we are the crown of God’s
creation, the only part of what God made to whom God gives responsibilities.  The
Psalm says God made us a little less than gods, and gave us the responsibility of
taking care of creation.  Both the Psalm and the creation story says we are to “have
dominion” over every living thing.  Walter Brueggemann, in his commentary on the
book of Genesis, writes that “The task of ‘dominion’ does not have to do with
exploitation and abuse.  It has to do with securing the well-being of every other
creature and bringing the promise of each to full fruition. . . The role of the human
person is to see to it that the creation becomes fully the creation willed by God.”1  

1Brueggemann, Walter, Genesis in the Interpretation Commentary series; Atlanta, John Knox Press, 1982;
pp. 32-33.
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If that was God’s purpose for us, I’d say we’ve pretty much botched the job.
Instead of taking care of the world, we’ve exploited it for our own selfish  purposes. 
Our dominion has perverted into domination.  We’ve abused creation so massively
that now, our abuse is harming us in the form of more devastating  weather patterns,
more deadly wildfires, more destruction wrought by invasive insects.  We’ve even
disrespected other human beings, other images of God, by allowing injustice,
oppression, and deprivation to be the lot of so many people. I have been deeply
disturbed by the rapid succession of events involving the deaths of black people in
recent days.  On March 13, police shot unarmed Breonna Taylor dead in her bed in
Louisville.  On May 8, unarmed Ahmaud Arbery was murdered by two white
vigilantes while he was jogging in Brunswick, Georgia because they thought he
‘looked like’ a suspect in a burglary.  And, on May 25, unarmed and compliant
George Floyd was suffocated to death by a white police officer while other officers
looked on.  Things are definitely not all good in God’s neighborhood.  

I realize that these are really difficult times for all of us.  And that we come to
worship, even virtually, needing this time, this experience, to be a sanctuary
protecting us from the brutality of our world.  But Christian faith does not offer an
escape from the world.  Rather, Christian faith enables an engagement with the
world and empowers us, as Brueggemann wrote, “to see to it that the creation
becomes fully the creation willed by God.”  If the Church of Jesus Christ does not,
in the strongest possible terms, condemn these abuses and name them as examples
of our American original sin of racism, we are letting the church once more be
complicit in the abuse of Black people, as the church was in the days of slavery and
in the days of Jim Crow.  

Enough, already.  Enough of churches avoiding discussion of racism and
white privilege for fear we’ll offend someone.  Enough of pretending that we don’t
have to deal with racism because there aren’t any Black people in our immediate
neighborhood.  Enough of failing to recognize systemic racism as the persistent,
insidious evil that it is, and enough of passing off responsibility to overcome it 
to the people most impacted by it.  And enough of me being sickened by violence
perpetrated against people of color but not having the guts to speak my outrage from
this pulpit.  

What a terrible thing that the protests against police brutality have turned
violent.  The deep, seething anger about persistent injustices, which the pandemic
has served to intensify has boiled over in rage which does nothing to fix what’s
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wrong.  It definitely is not all good in the neighborhood.  But do not let this rage
distract our attention from the violence perpetrated against people of color,
including the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on brown and black people.  

Okay, this is a sermon, not a rant.  And a sermon speaks good news, not bad
news.  What good news is revealed in these incredibly unstable and unnerving
times?  What lifts us up, what gives us hope, what evidence is available that justice
will prevail, that peace will overcome violence, that the good God saw in creation
can be restored to the neighborhood?  I have been fervently praying that God would
give us a glimpse of that good. I want to see evidence that good is stronger than evil,
that love is stronger than fear, and that efforts to restore the harmony God intended
for creation are capable of overcoming the ways we’ve disrupted that harmony.  

I find that evidence in the witness of people of faith who speak out against
injustice and violence and offer a vision of a world healed and whole.  I find that
evidence in the efforts of thousands of people who have given themselves to
righting some small piece of all that’s wrong in our world.  But finally, I find that
evidence in Jesus Christ, who rose from the dead not merely to overcome death for
each of us individually, but to overcome death’s ways of disrupting the good
neighborhood God made this world to be.  This morning, along with the story of
creation, we heard Matthew’s account of the risen Christ meeting his followers. 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” he told them.  That
means, Jesus is in charge now.  There is no power in heaven or on earth which is not
subject to him.  For sure, it’s hard to see how his authority is being asserted.  But
that’s our job as his followers: to look for it, and to align ourselves with it. 

Along with that assurance, Jesus made a promise: “I am with you always, to
the end of the age.”  Can we believe that?  Can we believe, right now, right in the
midst of this virus-infected and violence-riddled world, that Jesus is present with us,
giving us courage and hope?   Be sure of this: believing that the Lord of heaven and
earth is with us will change the way we relate to the world.  Rather than being
intimidated, we will be engaged. Rather than being dismayed, we will be confident. 
Rather than being overwhelmed by all that’s wrong, we will invest our energies in
making things right, and as we do, we will see Jesus working right along with us.  

Jesus is restoring the goodness God saw in all that God made.  If we believe
that, we’ll be glad to lend a hand to the effort of making the neighborhood as good
as God made it to be.  


